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Photo by Scott Turner, KP News 
Sierra Rose Nason, 14, interviewed her great-grandmother about escap-
ing Germany during the Holocaust. She and fellow KPMS student Kassidy 
Crownwere finalists in a contest sponsored by Washington State Holocaust 
Education Center in Seattle.  

By Scott Turner, KP News

What began as a reading assignment 
for language arts students at Key Penin-
sula Middle School has become a pair of  
entries in a statewide contest to remem-
ber the Holocaust.

Earlier this spring, KMPS eighth-
graders were given an assignment to 
read and discuss a book about the Ho-
locaust as part of  the school’s Spring-
Board curriculum.

According to language arts teacher 
Vicky Schauer, studying the Holocaust 
has been part of  the Springboard cur-
riculum for three years. 

“All three of  my classes were assigned 
to read a book and then join in a discus-
sion,” Schauer said. “But after the book 

KPMS students tell Holocaust stories

By Rick Sorrels, KP News

At its May 13 board meeting, Key Pen Parks introduced a reso-
lution for the November general election ballot that would cre-
ate an operations and maintenance levy against property taxes 
for all KP landowners.

According to Key Pen Parks Director Scott Gallacher, the 
board vote to approve the levy launch will probably occur at its 
June 10 board meeting. “There is no guarantee, however, that 
it won’t be postponed until July. KP residents are welcome and 
encouraged to come and speak out either for or against the reso-
lution,” Gallacher said.

A specific dollar figure or percentage collected for the tax will 
not be discussed until the June meeting.

All five park commissioners agree that the park district will 
be in dire straights if  an additional revenue source is not quickly 
found.

The ballot issue that created the district also authorized it to 
collect up to 75 cents in property tax receipts (per $1,000 in as-
sessed value), with simply a vote by the board of  directors. KP 
Parks has never taken that much. Its current authorized “take” is 
41.5 cents, but will drop to essentially nothing next year.

For 2013, KP Parks is “authorized” to collect $728,000, but is 
expected to collect only $600,000 from property taxes. For 2014, 
the amount collected is expected to drop to between zero dollars 
and $150,000 (a rate of  0 to 12 cents per $1,000 assessed value).

According to Gallacher, the only other income for KP Parks is 
a stable $115,000 each year from sales tax and user fees for park 
facilities.

There are two major reasons for the drop in revenue. One, 
the economy tanked, along with assessed values and the taxes 
collected. Two, something called “pro-ration,” where there is a 
pecking order in who gets the taxes collected, said Mike Loner-
gan, Pierce County assessor-treasurer.

The state Constitution sets a maximum for property tax col-
lections. The taxes “authorized” for the various taxing govern-
ments now exceed that limit. The alpha dog and beta dog receive 
their full amount authorized, with the lower priority agencies 
now shorted.

The priority for the local taxing district, from highest to low-
est, is: Pierce County general government, Pierce County roads, 
Fire District 16, Pierce County Library, KP Parks and lastly, the 

KP Parks proposes tax levy for November ballot



Flood Control District, Lonergan said.
Gallacher expects Pierce County to take 

a bigger bite of  next year’s allotment for 
its general fund and roads, due to pressing 
needs, which will drop KP Parks’ receipts 
to near nothing. Fire District 16 and the 
library have no current plans that would 
bury KP Parks even deeper, but that is al-
ways subject to changing events.

KP Parks does have approximately $1 
million in reserve funds, which could ex-
tend its operations another year or so, but 
a loss of  those funds would greatly impact 
any improvements to the various park fa-
cilities. 

“If  the reserve fund is depleted, facil-
ity improvements would essentially cease, 
along with a goodly percentage of  our six 
employees,” said Board President Greg 

Anglemyer. “The November ballot will 
give the voters a chance to let us know if  
the parks will stay open or not.” 
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Ballot writers wanted
Writers for the “for” and 

“against” position statements will 
be needed for the parks levy is-
sue for the November ballot, if  
the parks board vote passes. Ap-
plications must be received by the 
county auditor by Aug. 6, with 
statements due by Aug. 9 and reply 
statements by Aug. 13. For infor-
mation, contact Scott Gallacher 
at (253) 884-9240, or scottg@
keypenparks.com.

By Connie Renz, KP News

Bridge toll rate changes are coming.
As of  today daily commuter with a 

Good to Go Pass pays $1,000 per year 
for tolls on the Tacoma Narrows Bridge.  

The Washington State Transportation 
Commission has proposed a toll-rate in-
crease of  25 cents beginning July 1. The 
new tolls are: Good to Go $4.25, toll 
booth payments $5.25 and pay-by-mail 
$6.25. This amount increases commut-
ers’ payments by about $5 per month.  

A 25-cent increase for July 1, 2014 
also has been proposed.  

During a recent toll meeting, WS-
DOT’s Dan O’Neill said “if  rates are 
kept low this year, a bigger bump will 
occur next year.”

According to WSDOT’s “TNB Toll 
Rate Setting” revised in December 2013, 
tolls on the Tacoma Narrows Bridge 
must cover costs to make debt service 
payments on construction bonds, oper-
ate and maintain the new bridge (but not 
the old one), operate and maintain toll 
collection, make necessary repairs and 
restoration to the new bridge, and pur-
chase insurance in case something hap-
pens that takes the bridge out of  service 

(but not the lack of  vehicles crossing).
WSDOT said toll rates must change 

because the original finance plan that 
funded TNB construction included 10 
separate bonds that required low debt 
service (repayment) in early years after 
construction that increase rapidly for 
the first 10 years and less rapidly after 
that with more interest paid each year. 

The plan assumed the average toll 
rates would begin at $3 when the bridge 
opened, increasing $1 every three years 
until reaching a maximum of  $6. 

To date, WSDOT data show due to 
reduced costs and better than projected 
traffic in the early years, toll rates have 
remained lower than originally projected.  

The new bridge opened in 2007 with 
tolls of  $1.75 for Good to Go and $2 
for cash. In July 2010, the toll increased 
to $2.75 for Good to Go and $4 for 
cash; the original plan was for $4 for all 
tolls. 

In July 2012, the toll-rate increased to 
$4 for Good to Go, $5 for cash and $6 
for pay-by-mail, although the original 
plan called for the toll to be $5 for all 
pay plans. According to the original fi-
nance plan, the toll will eventually be $6 
for Good to Go.

Narrows Bridge tolls 
to increase next month


