
 

June Newsletter 2025

Parks & Facilities

Home Park - New Playground
Equipment Installation

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The current playground equipment at Home
Park has served the community well over the
years and is now ready to be replaced. It's
time for new playground equipment!

The playground at Home Park will be
temporarily closed from May 27 to
approximately June 18 for the removal of
the old equipment and installation of a new
structure.

Members of the community are invited to
assist with the new equipment installation
beginning June 9 from 8am-3pm.

Construction skills aren't required for
volunteering, but are appreciated. Anyone
who wants to lend a hand is welcome,
especially those who are accustomed to
working outdoors.

Volunteers under age 18 must be
accompanied by a guardian at all times.

(Conceptual images of new playground equipment)

Donate one hour or stay all day - we'll
provide gloves, water, and lunch for

volunteers. RSVP REQUIRED

Contact stefanie@keypenparks.com
to RSVP as a volunteer!

Off-Leash Dog Area Improvements
at Gateway Park

https://www.keypenparks.com/home-park.html
https://www.keypenparks.com/home-park.html
mailto:stefanie@keypenparks.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EuKCTRMxLHE
https://mypcls.org/
https://www.keypenparks.com/family-fun-fest.html
https://www.keypenparks.com/music-in-the-park.html
https://www.keypenparks.com/cinema-under-the-stars.html
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=a426b29c-37e9-437a-a627-0fea0f003600


If your dogs are barking (and we don't mean
the furry ones), take a rest on one of the
many new benches installed in both off-leash
dog areas at Gateway Park!

In addition to the new shade trees planted
back in February, your Key Pen Parks
maintenance team is hard at work making
improvements to your favorite park features.

Scott Gallacher Memorial Spray &
Play Park at Gateway Park

NOW OPEN!

Open every day between Memorial Day
weekend and Labor Day from 10am-6pm,
the Scott Gallacher Memorial Spray & Play
Park located at Gateway Park is a great way
to beat the heat!

Please note that this feature may be closed
periodically for maintenance or due to
adverse weather.

More
Info

More
Info

Gateway Pavilion Rentals
​Booking Up Fast!

Picnic Shelter rentals at Gateway Park are
available in preset 2-hour or 4-hour blocks of
time. If you don't find any time slots available
on your first preferred date, please try
selecting another date.

Be aware that rentals book up fast for the
summer! We recommend reserving your
preferred dates 2-3 months in advance for
best available selections.

Washington Department of Natural
Resources Timber Harvest at Key

Central Forest

The DNR timber harvest will be concentrated
primarily on the east side of the park. Key
Central Forest's NE Loop and SE Loop will
be closed for the duration of the harvest. The
NW and SW Loops will remain open during
this period of time. (Note: Trail closures may

https://www.keypenparks.com/splash-pad.html
https://www.keypenparks.com/gateway-park-pavilion.html


occur based on DNR requests.)

Equestrians should be advised that the noise
of logging equipment may be audible
throughout the park, which can be disturbing
to sensitive ears. Please exercise all due
caution with skittish animals in the park at
this time.

Portions of Key Central Forest and the
entrance off Wright Bliss Road will remain
open throughout the DNR harvest.

More
Info

Events & Activities

Music in the Park - June 10
11am at Gateway Park

The Harmonica Pocket

Bring your little ones for kid-friendly music
and fun with The Harmonica Pocket!

Harmonica Pocket shows are upbeat and
festive, but not frenetic. You and your kids
will be drawn in by catchy, engaging songs
and unexpected props. Humor, improvisation
and play are generously sprinkled on top.

More
Info

Summer Solstice Gnomes
The Search Begins June 21!

Gnome-body else celebrates summer quite like
the Key Peninsula!

Key Pen Parks Summer Solstice Gnome Search
is running for the third year in 2025 - with more
gnomes to find than ever before! Over 500 hand-

https://www.keypenparks.com/key-central-forest.html
https://www.keypenparks.com/music-in-the-park.html


RULES OF THE SEARCH

1) Stay on the trails! All hidden
gnomes are accessible from park trails
or in open areas.

2) Search only during open park
hours: 7am to legal sunset.

3) Keep only ONE gnome and leave
the rest for other searchers to find.

4) Don't spoil the surprise! If you see
our team out hiding gnomes in the
parks before the Solstice, don't follow
or try to see where gnomes are hidden.

painted gnomes will be hidden for eager seekers
to find after our parks open at 7am on the morning
of the Summer Solstice - June 21.

Gnomes can be found at these Key Pen Parks:

Gateway Park
360 Trails
Rocky Creek Conservation Area
Key Central Forest
Maple Hollow
Volunteer Park
Home Park
Taylor Bay Park

 
Found a gnome?

Take a pic and tag us on social media!

#KPSOLSTICEGNOMES

More
Info

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Friday, June 20, 5pm-9pm

GNOME HIDING!

Everybody loves finding hidden gnomes, but
it's just as much fun to hide them!

Join our team of behind-the-scenes Gnome
Support as we spread Summer Solstice
magic out among our parks. Our goal is to
hide all 500+ gnomes before the sun goes
down on Friday, setting the scene for the
community to start the search when parks
open at 7am on Saturday morning, June 21. Contact stefanie@keypenparks.com to

sign up as a gnome hider!

Pierce County Library Reading Recommendations

Read, grow and bloom with these books about flowers from your Key Center Pierce County Library!  

https://www.keypenparks.com/summer-solstice-gnomes.html
mailto:stefanie@keypenparks.com


For Kids

How to Speak Flower: A Kid's Guide to Buds,
Blooms, and Blossoms
by Molly Williams 

A Flower is a Friend
by Frieda Wishinsky 

Flowers are Pretty Weird!
by Rosemary Mosco 

A Crown for Corina
​by Laekan Zea Kemp 

For Adults

The Flower Hunter: Creating a Floral Love Story
Inspired by the Landscape
by Lucy Hunter 

Mini Meadows: Grow a Little Patch of Colorful
Flowers Anywhere Around Your Yard
by Mike Lizotte  

Growing bulbs in the natural garden
​by Jacqueline van der Kloel 

UPCOMING EVENTS PREVIEW



Music and Movies in the Park

Bring your chairs and blankets to get comfortable on the grass!



Pack a picnic or snacks!

Please obey all park rules including no alcohol, no smoking, and no vaping.

https://www.keypenparks.com/park-rules.html


FORWARD FOCUS

JOIN OUR TEAM!
Key Pen Parks works to create spaces where the Key
Peninsula can meet and have fun, discover community,
engage with nature and get some fresh air, and participate in
special events. Come join our team and help us provide
beautiful parks that everyone can enjoy!

OPEN POSITIONS
Maintenance Worker II (40 hours/week) To apply, complete our

online application!
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https://files.constantcontact.com/b25cf3e2901/6ea2c988-ed98-418b-b506-fa0344cfb0ce.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*zesbed*_ga*MmUxNzFmYzgtMDlkNy00OTk1LWEyNDgtZTQ1YWI3ZmQwZTA3*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*czE3NDg5NzgyNTkkbzEwJGcxJHQxNzQ4OTc4Nzc1JGozNSRsMCRoMA..
https://na4.documents.adobe.com/public/esignWidget?wid=CBFCIBAA3AAABLblqZhDvc7x7qZdUfFioRn3vSc46zk0b0qSZULEvoQKcqKIu8bzov6BbAwrDPZjGdIztkf0*
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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