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Progress made toward 
near, distant future projects

Scott Gallacher 
Beyond the Backyard

Open your eyes and see
I was waiting in the 

checkout line of  the lo-
cal big box store. Two 
women ahead of  me 
were deeply engaged 
in conversation. One 
at a time, they placed 
their items on the con-
veyer belt, waited as 
the checker scanned their purchases, 
handed him their credit cards, signed 
the receipts, loaded up their items, and 
walked away. 

Throughout this time they never 
stopped talking. So engrossed were 
they in their repartee that they failed 
to even acknowledge the young man 
working the checkout stand. Nary a 
“hello” or “thanks” were heard. They 
walked out into the evening without 
having even glanced at the clerk.

Then it was my turn. He offered the 
obligatory “How are you tonight?”

I responded, “I’m fine. How are 
you?”

For a moment he stood in stunned 
silence, and then said softly, “Wow. 
Thanks for noticing I’m alive.” He and 
I, and the man behind me, all burst into 
laughter. He told me he was quite hap-
py because he’d just gotten a new cat. 
He rang up my purchases, we wished 
each other well, and I headed out to-
ward my car.

Everywhere we go, we are surround-
ed by living, breathing, dreaming, 
mourning, happy, sad, exhausted, lone-
ly, madly-in-love human beings. I’m 
sure the ladies ahead of  me must have 
had a vague awareness that someone 
was helping them out, but by the way 
they treated him, he just as well could 
have been a machine. In their self-
absorbed conversation, they couldn’t 
even see him.

Humans are inherently social crea-
tures; as a pastor and a Christian, I be-
lieve we were created to live in relation-
ship with each other. I also believe that 
extends beyond our immediate social 

circle. 
There’s a story about Jesus, in which 

he goes to a place of  worship. In the 
corner is a woman who has been crip-
pled for two decades. She can’t stand up 
straight. We can imagine that she goes 
there desperate for a human touch, or 
any acknowledgement that she matters. 
Unfortunately, she is probably ignored, 
treated like a piece of  furniture pushed 
up against the wall.

Then, the story says, “Jesus saw her, 
and called her over.” He talked to her. 
He reached out and touched her. He 
treated her with dignity and respect. 
The story says he healed her.

So much is wrapped up in that phrase 
“he saw her.” Too often we look over 
people, or around people, or we sim-
ply ignore them. Like the women in line 
ahead of  me, we become blind to the 
reality of  fellow humans standing mere 
feet away from us.   

There’s an example here for me, and 
for all of  us. People are standing on the 
margins of  our lives, people we come 
into contact with every day. Do we say 
“Hello?” Do we ask “How are you?” 
and wait to hear the answer? Do we 
have eyes to see all these amazing, beau-
tiful, broken, scarred, brave people with 
whom we share this time and place? 

Take a look around. See the people 
in front of  you. Say “Hello.” Let some-
body know you see them. It could make 
all the difference in their life, and in 
yours.

Dan Whitmarsh is the pastor at Lakebay 
Community Church. He can be reached at 

dan@lakebaycovenant.net.

We had a successful 
first committee meeting 
in August to plan the new 
Gateway Park playground. 
Those in attendance were 
asked to look through vari-
ous vendor catalogues and 
highlight playground com-
ponents they would like to see at the new 
park. There were many great ideas suggest-
ed and some consistencies in the commit-
tee members’ desires.

As you may recall from the July 2015 
Key Peninsula News article, Key Pen 
Parks learned earlier this year that we were 
awarded a $500,000 matching grant for 
Gateway Park development as part of  the 
state legislature’s 2015-17 capital budget. 
This unexpected money will now allow us 
to jump start the Phase 1 plans of  the proj-
ect, including the design and construction 
of  a new destination playground.

Immediately following the first commit-
tee meeting, I submitted the feedback and 
ideas to several playground vendors with 
the request that they use the information 
to draw up sample playground plans. 

We anticipate receiving these draw-
ings in the first week of  October. Shortly 
thereafter, these drawings will be available 
for viewing by the general public. We will 
also open an online voting platform for 
the public to choose their favorite layouts, 
keeping in mind that the final design will 
remain fluid. If  all goes well with permit-
ting and any unplanned delays are avoided, 
we could see a playground as early as sum-

mer 2017.
When so much of  the time of  running a 

park district is spent in laying foundations 
for future projects, it is energizing to work 
on something so close to being tangible. 

Another project still in a lengthy foun-
dation laying phase but which recently 
had some activity is Key Central For-
est. Similarly to 360 Trails, the 480-acre 
Key Central Forest is managed by Key 
Pen Parks through a 50-year lease from 
the property owner, the Department of  
Natural Resources (DNR). It is located 
north of  Key Center and Vaughn be-
tween Wright Bliss Road and Key Penin-
sula Highway North.

Last month, DNR acted on a federal 
mandate to remove some culverts that ex-
isted on this property in an effort to en-
hance the salmon habitat in Vaughn Creek, 
which runs through Key Central Forest. 
We partnered with DNR and granted them 
access to the property via an easement 
through an adjacent Key Pen Parks-owned 
parcel off  Wright Bliss Road in exchange 
for DNR clearing enough trees and bull-
dozing land to form a forest access road. 
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Monica Rakowski
Living Close to Nature

Fall organic gardening checklist
Our outdoor growing 

season is winding down, 
but that doesn’t mean 
you’re off  the hook for 
gardening chores just 
yet. There are many 
things you can do right 
now to make the best of  
the remaining season and set yourself  up for 
success next year.  

 Fall planting
You still have time to plant fall flowers to 

enjoy until the frosty weather hits. Now is 
a good time to plant mums, winter pansies, 
decorative cabbages and kales.  

According to the almanac, we aren’t sup-
posed to get our first frost until Nov. 16, but 
keep an eye on the weather for cold nights 
and early frosts. On cold nights, cover your 
plants with a light cloth or plastic bag to 
protect them. If  you are growing late season 
lettuce, protect it with a row cover before 
the first frost.

Now is the time to plant bulbs that will 
pop up in the spring. Plant garlic, tulips, daf-
fodils, hyacinths and crocus. It’s also a good 
time to transplant trees and shrubs that 
have gone dormant with the cold weather 
because they won’t get as stressed.  

Fall harvest and clean up
Harvest and preserve the last of  your 

fruits and veggies. Can, freeze, dry, or store 
them in a root cellar.  

Share extras with your friends,  neighbors, 
and the local food bank. Throw what’s left 
of  your plants on the compost pile.  

Build your soil
Fall is the best time to focus on re-build-

ing your soil for next spring. It’s a good 
idea to test your soil to see what it needs. 
If  necessary, adjust your soil’s pH with lime 
or sulfur.  

Dig compost into the top 3-4 inches of  

soil and around the base of  established 
plants. You can also spread a thin layer of  
compost on your lawn to fertilize it. Add 
organic soil amendments such as kelp meal, 
greensand, rock phosphate and bone meal.

Cover your bare soil with mulch or cover 
crops. Shred the leaves from your yard with 
your lawn mower then spread them over 
your garden. The leaves will break down, 
feed the soil, prevent soil erosion and en-
courage microbial life.  

In place of  mulch, cow peas, clovers or 
soybeans are ideal cover crops. When you 
till them into the soil in the spring, they will 
provide nitrogen for your plants. Nitrogen 
is essential for early seedling growth.

Deal with pests and disease
Slugs can destroy a spring garden. Shrink 

next year’s slug population with one final 
slug bait application now.   

Keep an eye on your perennials for signs 
of  pest and disease so you can treat them in 
the early stages. We are entering mold season.

Cleaning
Tools are expensive. If  you take care of  

them, you’ll only have to buy them once. 
Make sure to clean and oil them before you 
store them.

Once your garden is cleaned up and rest-
ing for the winter, make sure to request your 
seed catalogs so you can plan next year’s 
garden.

Monica Rakowski owns KP Indoor Garden 
Store in Key Center. She also blogs at The-

NatureLifeProject.com.

They will sell the felled trees –– about 15 
acres worth in total –– to pay for the clear-
ing of  our property.

This new road, although rough, is one of  
the first stages of  laying the foundation for 
the future public access and development 
of  Key Central Forest. For now; however, 

the road will give Key Pen Parks the ability 
to maintain this property on both sides of  
Vaughn Creek for the foreseeable future.

It is partnerships like this one with DNR, 
as well as the generous involvement of  our 
community members, which help Key Pen 
Parks leverage resources so we can contin-
ue to build for the recreation future of  the 
Key Peninsula.


